
 

What about my job? 

Jury service is a civic duty.  State law 

protects your job.  Your employer can’t 

fire you, demote you, threaten or 

intimidate you because of jury service. 

 

What should I wear? 

Dress comfortably, but avoid extremes in 

dress; for instance, ragged cutoff jeans/T-

shirts or clothing with inappropriate or 

offensive writing on them.  There are 

usually no prescribed dress codes, but 

judges have been known to order people to 

reappear in appropriate attire.  Your 

summons may have specific instructions 

on dress requirements. 

 

Will I be waiting long? 

Resolving legal disputes can be complex 

and unpredictable work.  Often, cases are 

settled at the very last minute.  When the 

jury is actually ready to hear the case, the 

parties often work out a last-minute 

compromise rather than gamble on what 

the jury will decide.  These settlements 

may seem very inconvenient to you, but 

such settlements usually save time for all 

trial participants – and saves the taxpayers’ 

money.  And yes – you may want to bring 

something to read – it will help make the 

time pass. 

 

What if I have a disability? 

If you have a disability which will require  

an accommodation by the Court to allow 

you to serve as a juror, please contact  

the Clerk of Circuit Court as soon as 

possible. 

  

Can I go home at night? 

Most trials last only one day.  When a trial 

does last longer, the judge usually adjourns 

so that you can return home each day at a 

reasonable hour.  Rarely are you required 

to stay overnight. 

 

 

What happens if I fail to show up for a 

jury trial or if I am late? 

If you fail to appear or appear late for any 

jury service without prior approval of the 

Clerk of Court or the Jury Judge, you will 

be ordered to appear at a hearing to 

determine if you should be held in 

contempt.  If the Judge finds you in 

contempt of court, you could be fined 

$40.00 for every day missed or appearing 

late.  Failure to appear at the contempt 

hearing before the Judge would result in a 

warrant for your arrest, detention in jail 

overnight, and an appearance before the 

Court the next morning.  Punishment for 

contempt will be a fine of up to $500.00 

and/or up to 30 days in the county jail. 

   

Want to learn more about jury service 

and Court trials? 

Visit the Wisconsin Court System website 

at  www.courts.state.wi.us and look for 

The Wisconsin Jury Handbook. 

 

More questions or concerns about your 

jury service?  Call the Clerk of Circuit 

Court office for your county.  They are 

ready to help.  715-537-6265 
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