A JUROR’S GUIDE......

TO JURY SERVICE

WELCOME! You’ve been chosen for
jury service in a Wisconsin Circuit Court.
The right to a trial by a jury is the
cornerstone of our country’s justice
system. As a juror, you have a vital role to
play in this state’s court system!

Have questions? This brochure’s purpose
is to answer some of the most common
questions asked. More questions? Feel
free to phone the Clerk of Court Office.
They’ll be happy to help.

Why Me?

Why not? Trial by jury is a cherished
constitutional right. Every resident of an
area served by a Circuit Court who is at
least 18 years old, a U.S. citizen and able
to understand English is qualified to serve
as ajuror.

No person who is qualified and able to
serve may be excluded on the basis of sex,
race, color, sexual orientation, disability,
religion, national origin, marital status,
family status, income, age, ancestry or
physical condition.

A person selected for jury service must be
selected at random from a master listing

using the Wisconsin Department of
Transportation’s list of people with motor
vehicle licenses or identification cards who
live in the area served by that Circuit
Court.

All qualified people must have an equal
chance to be considered for jury duty...and
the obligation to serve as jurors when
summoned.

Do | have to serve?

Yes — in most instances. The law requires
all qualified state citizens be available to
serve as jurors. Not all persons summoned
actually serve as a juror. A person may not
be selected as a result of a process known
as “voir dire” (to speak the truth) whereby
the parties in the case (and the judge in
some circumstances) ask questions to
determine a potential juror’s qualifications
or degree of impartiality to serve on a
particular trial.

The Court may excuse a person from jury
service if the Court determines the person
cannot fulfill the responsibilities of a juror.
If the Court determines jury service would
entail undue hardship, extreme
inconvenience, serious obstruction or delay
of justice, the Court may defer service to a
later date set by the Court. The Court may
require a person document the basis for
any excuse or deferral.

How long do | have to serve?

Depends on the county. In many counties
a person may be required to be available
for jury service for only a period of a few
weeks or a month once in a 4-year period.
No person can be required to serve/attend
Court as a juror for more than 5 days
unless more days are needed to complete a
specific trial.

Counties having a one day or one trial
system may require a person serve/attend
Court for potential service as a juror no
more than one day in a specified period,
unless more days are needed to complete
service in a specific case.

So I’m summoned to jury duty...what’s
next?

Once summoned to serve as a potential
juror you will receive more detailed
information regarding parking, pay,
floor/room location...and a phone number
to call to find out what actual day and time
you should report as summoned.

Do I get paid?

Yes. Every juror summoned is paid an
amount set by the county board (not less
than $50/day) for each day of attendance.
They may also pay jurors by the half-day.
A mileage rate is also paid for each mile
traveled going to and from the Court by the
most usual route.



