
 

 

 

 

ON BEING A 

 

     GOOD JUROR……. 
 

What are my duties as a juror? 

 

Now that you may actually have the 

opportunity to serve on a jury you may be 

wondering just how to act and what exactly 

is expected of you as a juror. 

 

You are in a position of responsibility.  You 

are expected to conduct yourself in a way 

that no one may question your impartiality 

and integrity as a juror. 

 

The Court has developed ten basic, yet very 

important, rules for jurors to follow.  They 

are intended to help maintain order, fairness 

and impartiality in court proceedings. 

 

You are the foundation of our judicial 

system. Your most important qualifications 

are fairness and impartiality.  Follow these 

ten rules and you should do just fine. 

 

 

  

 

 

#1  Listen carefully and observe. 

 

Weigh the credibility of witnesses and 

evaluate exhibits.  You must base your 

decision on all the evidence presented to 

you. 

 

#2  Keep an open mind. 

 

Do not form hasty opinions or conclusions.  

Wait until all the evidence is presented and 

closing arguments are made. 

 

#3  Control your emotions. 

 

You may be confronted with exhibits or 

testimony that makes you uncomfortable.  

Be prepared.  You should not give any 

visual or audible indication that you have 

been affected. 

 

#4  Do not discuss the case. 

 

During the trial, you should not talk about 

the case to anyone, including other jurors.  

Such discussions could cause you to form 

  

 

 

conclusions before all the evidence has 

been presented. 

 

#5  Do not read, view or listen to media 

accounts. 

 

Newspaper, radio or television reports 

might present a biased or unbalanced view 

of the case.  You must make your decision 

based on the evidence presented in Court. 

 

#6  Do not talk with anyone related to 

the case. 

 

You should not talk to the attorneys, 

parties, witnesses, or anyone connected to 

the case. This might be perceived as an 

attempt to influence your verdict. 

 

#7  Do not investigate the case on your 

own. 

 

Since the only evidence you can consider is 

that presented in court, you are not allowed 

to make an independent investigation or to 

inspect the places involved in the case on 

your own. 

 


